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Dear Parents and Friends of Troop 243, 
Troop Outings & Activities – May starts out with swim checks at St. Xavier’s swimming pool in place of the troop meeting on May 5.  Your swimming skills must be assessed before you can participate in the canoe trip.  May 7th the troop leaves for the annual canoe trip returning on Mothers day with plenty of time to celebrate with moms.  May 19th is the troop’s latest Court of Honor.  May 23rd is the next troop Junior Leadership Training  which will include the May PLC meeting.  
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.

May 5th, 7:00 PM – Swim Checks at St. Xavier High School’s swimming pool. 

May 12th, 7:00 PM – Patrol Meeting
May 19th, 7:00 PM – Troop Court of Honor 
May 26th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Boating
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Joseph Wuertz is Troop 243’s 86th Eagle Scout! – On April 18th, we celebrated our 86th scout reaching the pinnacle of scouting.  In a ceremony that was at times touching, Joseph Wuertz was honored for reaching the rank of Eagle Scout.  Troop 243 scouts’ families have scouting traditions that range from first generation Eagle to a history that reminds you of St. X/Trinity alumni list.  Josephs’ is a family in the latter category.  Joseph’s father (Jimmy from Troop 243 Eagle in 1980), Uncle Bobby (from Troop 243 1982) and paternal grandfather, (Jim from Troop108 and a current adult leader of Troop 243), all three earned their Eagle rank.  His maternal grandfather was a scoutmaster of Troop 4.  Joseph distinguishes himself by earning more merit badges than all of them.  Joseph continues to set the pace for his rather large complement of scouts who crossed over to Troop 243 from what was then Pack 243.  Hopefully they will all be inspired to keep pushing forward!
Canoe Trip – This month is the troop’s annual canoe trip on May 7, 8 and 9.  Not to worry moms, your boys will be back in time to celebrate Mothers day.  The troop knows which side its bread is buttered on.  Swim checks are essential if you want to participate and they will be held on May 5th at the St. Xavier Gymnasium.  

Court of Honor – May 19th is the troop’s next Court of Honor. Families with names that start with these letters should bring the indicated item for our after meeting festivities.  A-M Beverage, N-Z Snack.  Please be aware of the need to exclude tree nuts from what you bring.  This includes peanuts, pecans, walnuts, cashews, almonds, macadamia nuts.  
Order of the Arrow – The next chance to participate in the OA Ordeal Weekend and to join the Brotherhood is May 21, 22nd and 23rd.  If you are ready to continue with your OA commitment please sign up and take advantage of this opportunity to advance and have a fun weekend. 
Leadership Training  – Troop 243 will sponsor a Junior Leadership Training course on May 23rd.  All who are eligible are highly encouraged to attend and gain some valuable leadership training.  All current leaders are strongly advised to attend.  Please watch for more info to come.   

Troop Leadership meetings – The PLC meeting will be held on May 23rd as part of JLT training.  ASM and Committee meetings will be held on May 24th from 7-8 and 8-9 respectively in the St. Barnabas annex.  All are invited.  

Flower Sales – We had one of our most successful flower sales ever in terms of funds raised and smoothness of operation.  Both of these factors are affected by the participation of our adults as you “encouraged” your scouts to sell and as you yourselves stepped up and participated as volunteers in the effort.  Jerry says “I am deeply grateful for all of those who pitched in to help and make this sale a huge success for our boys. Congratulations to all!
Troop Gift Cards – Transportation to the vast majority of our outings is free to our scouts and leadership but it is not free.  The cost of maintenance, fuel and insurance for our bus is paid by the Friends of Troop 243 which is funded by the Kroger and Thorntons gift card programs.  We encourage all parents, members, relatives and friends to use Troop 243’s Kroger and Thorntons gift cards.  Whenever you see Frank Hulsman at any function it is likely that he has a few gift cards with him.  Please stop Frank at any time and ask him for one of these cards and he will be glad to give you one.  

Yours in Scouting,

 Bruce Bohn

Troop Secretary







Above are the men who kept Joseph on track.  Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Zimmerer and Joe are the Scoutmasters who lead him through the Eagle path.








